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Minutes – Undergraduate Curriculum Committee May 8, 2019    Ginger Hall 201   2:00 p.m. – 2:50 p.m.  
 
PRESENT: DR. LAURIE COUCH, DR. JULIA HYPES, DR. SHANE SHOPE, DR. JULIA FINCH (VIA EMAIL), DR. DIRK GRUPE, 
DR. NILESH JOSHI, DR. FLINT HARRELSON, MR. TOM KMETZ, MS. KERRY MURPHY, DR. IGNACIO BIRRIEL (PHYS), DR. 
MICHELE WALTERS (NURS) & DR. CHRIS SCHROEDER (MAPH) 
 
ABSENT: DR. SARA LINDSEY & DR. MORGAN GETCHELL 
 
RECORDING: MS. GABRIA SEXTON 
 
I. Minutes: 
a. A motion to approve minutes from April 10, 2019 was made by Dr. Hypes with a second by 
Dr. Grupe.  Minutes approved. 
 
II. New Course: 
a. NURS 401: Disaster and Emergency Management. Dr. Lucy Mays, Originator – Dr. Walters was 
present to summarize and answer questions concerning the proposal. The new course proposal 
requests to create NURS 401 which was developed to meet student demand for upper level 
electives. The course will be offered during the 2nd ½ semester. A motion to approve was made 
by Julia Hypes with a second by Dr. Harrelson. The committee voted and approved the 
proposal.  The course is effective fall 2020. 
 
III. Physics 231, Minor in Physics, & Minor in Astrophysics Proposals: 
 
These three proposals are related to the loss of MATH 275 as a corequisite of PHYS 231.  Drs.  
Schroeder and Birriel were present to summarize and answer questions concerning the PHYS 231 
and Physics Minor proposals.  Dr. Grupe was present to summarize and answer questions 
concerning the Astrophysics Minor proposal. The PHYS 231 proposal requests to add Math 275 as a 
corequisite for PHYS 231. Since PHYS 231 is a calculus based physics course, MATH 275 as a 
corequisite is appropriate for student success and appeared in previous catalogs but does not 
currently. The proposal for the Physics Minor requests to add a statement to the Physics Minor 
section of the UG Catalog to inform interested students that they will need to complete MATH 175 
and MATH 275 but it does not add them as required courses for the minor.  The proposal for the 
Astrophysics Minor requests to add MATH 175 and MATH 275 as required courses. The committee 
discussed the two ways the academic minor proposal originators proposed to align the academic 
Minors with the proposed PHYS 231 corequisite requirement and the rationale of each concerning 
double-dipping, effects on students, and required number of hours for an academic minor. 
 
a. PHYS 231: Engineering Physics I. Dr. Birriel, Originator – A motion was made to approve by Dr. 
Grupe with a second by Dr. Joshi. The committee voted and approved the proposal. With an 
exception to the normal timeline, the changes are effective fall 2019. 
 
    
b. Physics Minor. Dr. Birriel, Originator – A motion was made to approve by Dr. Hypes with a 
second by Dr. Harrelson.  The committee voted and approved the proposal. With an exception 
to the normal timeline, the changes will be effective fall 2019. 
 
c. Astrophysics Minor. Dr. Grupe, Originator – A motion was made to approve by Dr. Joshi with a 
second by Dr. Hypes. The committee voted and approved the proposal.  With an exception to 
the normal timeline, the changes are effective fall 2019. 
  
IV. Other Business: 
 
Committee membership will change for 2019-20 as follows: Dr. Hypes will be replaced by Dr. Janet 
Ratliff, Dr. Shope will be replaced by Dr. Daryl Privott and Dr. Finch will be replaced by Dr. Mark 
Graves.  Dr. Grupe has been selected for another term. 
 
Dr. Couch updated the committee on the General Education Implementation committee’s timeline 
and how it may affect the submissions to this committee.  She also stated that the Space Systems 
Engineering program has been approved by the CPE and it has been determined that it is not a 
substantive change for SACs.  
 
The committee discussed again the rationale/need for courses with multiple equated prefixes.  Dr. 
Couch stated that the committee could decide not to approve course equations in the future with a 
stated rationale. 
 
  
 
 
   
 
 
 





































